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that Persia develops her own port on the Persian Gulf and
her own route to Persia. Were that to happen 'Iraq would
certainly suffer.' Once again he pressed for a diplomatic
representative in Angora. ' Constantinople is not, and never
was, the heart of Turkey. The heart of Turkey to-day is
at Angora; and for a British representative to be at Con-
stantinople to-day is about as futile as it would be for a
foreign representative in this country to be stationed at, say,
Glasgow.' Without the goodwill of Turkey nothing could
be done for the Christian minorities under Turkish rule.
He made two other weighty points in this trenchant and
well-informed speech. In the first place, the impression in
foreign countries that we had secured by the League award
that 'Iraq had her own way, was not true. ' If 'Iraq had
received the award she wanted she would have secured
certain valleys where the Assyrians could have returned to
their own homes. The present boundary does not allow
that, nor has it solved the Kurdish problem. . . .
* Finally, I would ask the House to remember that if one
looks back through Arabian history one finds  this very
curious fact: that the Arabs have never reached the full
extent of  their  powers  except  in  contact  with  another
people. It was contact with the Persians that resulted in the
epoch of Harun al Raschid of the Arabian Nights, of the
glories of which we read in our childhood.  It was contact
with the inhabitants of Spain that resulted in the Moorish
dynasty in Spain.   It may be that contact with the Kurds
will have the  same result in  'Iraq to-day.'    Sir Austen
Chamberlain, in winding up the debate for the Government,
underlined several of Eden's arguments and made much of
the oil myth.  British altruism was described when, as The
Times put it: * Sir Austen, as he narrated in a most interest-
ing passage, last year rejected on plain grounds of dignity
and consistent policy a Turkish offer of a deal over 'Iraq
based on the assumption that oil was all we cared for/ The
motion for accepting the Treaty was finally carried, after

